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Subject: VAT on mind sports

In Denmark, as of 1 January 2026, VAT is to be introduced in a number of areas, including 
mind sports – such as chess and bridge – that were previously exempt. This change comes in 
the wake of a ruling by the Court of Justice of the European Union in Case C-90/16, which 
Denmark has interpreted as meaning that activities with negligible physical activity cannot be 
classed as ‘sports’ and must therefore be made subject to VAT under Article 132(1)(m) of the 
VAT Directive.

With the above in mind:

1. Does the Commission share the Danish interpretation of the Court of Justice’s ruling in 
case C-90/16 that mind sports such as chess and bridge can no longer be classed as 
sports and must therefore be subject to VAT?

2. If so, how does the Commission monitor the Member States’ compliance with the new 
rules and regulations, and with that the collection of VAT on mind sports activities?

3. What does the Commission think the socio-economic effects of this change will be?
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