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Subject: Regulatory barriers to critical raw material extraction in the EU

China produces more than 90 % of the EU’s supply of rare earth magnets, which are crucial 
for a number of strategic sectors, including Europe’s automotive industry. Against a tense 
geopolitical backdrop, China has recently restricted its chip exports. This vulnerability in the 
EU supply frequently causes concern in the industries involved.

The Commission has recently announced the RESourceEU plan, which is aimed at securing 
the supply chains. However, an approach that focuses exclusively on recycling or diversifying 
international partners is not enough: Europeans must also bolster their internal capacity to 
extract and recover these resources.

Unfortunately, the current regulatory framework – particularly for environmental aspects – is 
a major obstacle to the development of new mining projects in Europe, owing to 
administrative complexity, permit or environmental assessment deadlines, and the associated 
investment costs.

1. Does the Commission intend to revise the environmental rules in order to reconcile 
environmental protection with the urgent need to strengthen our mining and industrial 
sovereignty?

2. Will it encourage the European Investment Bank to support European companies 
involved in the extraction, processing and sustainable recovery of critical raw materials 
within the EU?
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