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Subject: Fraudulent underage declarations: experiences in Greece point to a major Europe-
wide problem 

According to Greek Migration Minister Thanos Plevris, recently introduced enhanced checks 
in Greece have revealed that more than half of migrants claiming to be minors are in fact 
adults1.       

This finding, made possible by a more rigorous assessment procedure, highlights persistent 
shortcomings in other Member States and the risks of abuse of protection mechanisms 
intended for unaccompanied minors (UMs).

In France, estimates suggest that the cost of caring for an unaccompanied minor can reach 
around EUR 50 000 per year (accommodation, food, training), placing a heavy burden on the 
budgets of departments and raising questions about the effectiveness and fairness of the 
reception system2.

1. Can the Commission, within the scope of its powers, consider encouraging the 
widespread adoption at EU level of the rigorous procedures implemented in Greece to 
limit abuse of UM status and the protection it affords?

2. What measures does the Commission intend to recommend in order to keep costs 
associated with this care in Member States to a minimum?
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1 https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1286431/greece-conducts-first-age-tests-on-migrants-claiming-to-be-
minors/

2 https://www.senat.fr/leg/exposes-des-motifs/ppl23-378-expose.html
3 This question is supported by a Member other than the author: Fabrice Leggeri (PfE).


