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Subject: Transport of unweaned calves

On 26 March 2025, Brittany Ferries resumed the transport of cattle from Rosslare (Ireland) to 
Cherbourg (France), including unweaned calves travelling in indecent conditions, stacked in 
livestock vehicles without being able to rest, drink or feed. Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the 
protection of animals during transport and related operations provides that unweaned calves 
should be given a break after nine hours of transport in order to rest and be watered and fed.

In May 2025, the Commission noted that ‘for journeys involving long ferry legs, calves are 
not fed at the required intervals’. The transport of calves between Ireland and France is 
therefore in breach of EU legislation on animal welfare.

What plans does the Commission have concerning:

1. Penalties for transport companies which fail to comply with the legislation on rest time 
for unweaned calves?

2. Improving controls on the application of animal transport legislation?

3. Banning the transport of unweaned animals?
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