Question for written answer E-004801/2025
to the Commission

Rule 144

Erik Kalinak (NI)

Subject:  What is the real purpose of the European Democracy Shield?

On 12 November 2025, the Commission adopted the so-called European Democracy Shield
and the EU Strategy for Civil Society, which allegedly aim to strengthen democracy by
funding NGOs and combating disinformation. In reality, however, it appears to be a
sophisticated tool for subsidising ideologically motivated NGOs that attack bothersome
conservative and patriotic governments in Member States, undermining sovereignty and
dividing the EU for the benefit of the Brussels elites.

1.  How does the Commission plan to prevent these funds from being misused to finance
activists who destabilise legitimately elected conservative governments, instead of
genuinely protecting democracy?

2. Is this shield in line with the EU Treaties, which prohibit interference in the internal
affairs of Member States?
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