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Subject:  Need to strengthen transnational coordination in the management of the Arda
River and the protection of the Evros Regional Unit

Directives 2000/60/EC and 2007/60/EC provide for cooperation, data exchange and joint
management planning in international river basins. In the case of the Arda River, the expiry
(July 2024) of the sixty-year-old Greek-Bulgarian agreement, combined with the issuance of
the non-binding Joint Declaration (May 2025), has left the river without a substantive
institutional coordination mechanism.

The lack of binding cooperation procedures has led to a conflict between hydroelectric
exploitation in Bulgaria and irrigation needs in Greece. The fact that last summer after the
payment of EUR 2.1 million to the Bulgarian side, a quantity was released to the Greek side,
which was not able to cover irrigation needs, highlights the limits of the current situation. This
instability creates risks for social cohesion and the protection of the sensitive ecosystem of the
Evros Delta, which depends on the supply of the Arda.

In view of the above:

1.  How does the Commission assess the current non-binding framework for cooperation
between Greece and Bulgaria, in relation to the above directives? Are the objectives of
the directives, as referred to in Article 1 of each, being achieved?

2. Does the Commission consider that institutional strengthening of coordination is
required and does it intend to encourage the establishment of a Permanent Joint
Committee under the EU?
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