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Subject: Information about and assessment under international law of Ukraine’s possible 
operations against ships belonging to Russia's so-called shadow fleet

1. Does the Commission have any information on whether Ukrainian state actors were 
involved in setting fire to, exploding or sinking ships belonging to Russia’s so-called 
shadow fleet, despite these ships sailing under non-EU flags1?

2. What view does the Commission take, in respect of international law, of military action 
being taken against ships that may be serving Russia’s economic interests but are not 
sailing officially under the flag of the Russian Federation, and what are the implications 
for adherence to maritime law and legal certainty with regard to international maritime 
traffic?

Submitted: 4.12.2025

1 see https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/11/28/two-ships-of-russias-sanctioned-shadow-fleet-caught-
fire-in-the-black-sea-off-turkiye


