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Subject: Ozempic use in the EU

According to an article by Politico1, the WHO recommends making Ozempic-like drugs 
available to everyone, not just the wealthy. The active ingredient semaglutide, Ozempic’s 
chief component, is primarily used to treat type 2 diabetes. The WHO’s guidelines2 
recommend extending the use of GLP-1 therapies to the long-term treatment of adult obesity.

1. Will Ozempic and similar or related medicines also be approved as weight loss drugs in 
the EU, or will they remain chiefly for the treatment of diabetes?

2. Will a medical prescription for the treatment of diabetes be required to purchase 
Ozempic?

3. Will Ozempic and similar medicines be available more cheaply in the EU, and if so, for 
the treatment of which conditions?
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1 https://www.politico.eu/article/ozempic-style-drugs-available-to-all-not-just-the-rich-says-world-health-
organizationo/

2 https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2025-who-issues-global-guideline-on-the-use-of-glp-1-medicines-in-
treating-obesity


