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Subject:  The expulsion of Imam Mohamed Shahin and upholding freedom of expression
and the principle of non-refoulement

On 24 November 2025, the Italian Ministry of the Interior ordered the deportation of
Mohamed Shahin, an imam who holds a residency permit and has lived in Italy for more than
20 years'. The Ministry of the Interior had classed Mr Shahin as a potential terror threat
because of some public statements he had made and used these comments to justify his
expulsion. It seems that political pressure from certain exponents played a part in the decision
to deport Imam Shahin, and that this process relied heavily on — and potentially misused —
existing counter-terrorism powers.

Because he opposes the Egyptian Government, Imam Shahin risks being persecuted and
arbitrarily detained if he is deported to his country of origin.

In view of the above:

1.  Does the Commission believe that expelling someone on the basis of their public
statements is a course of action that is compatible with the principle of freedom of
expression enshrined in Article 11 of the CFR and with the Member State obligations
laid down in Article 2 TEU?

2. How will the Commission ensure that Italy complies with the principle of non-
refoulement laid down in Article 19(2) of the CFR and in the EU laws governing
asylum and international protection?

3. Given that politicians are suspected of having interfered in Mr Shahin’s deportation,
will the Commission use the annual rule of law mechanism and other such tools to look
into this case?
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