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Subject: Criteria for determining ‘end-of-waste’ status

At present, each Member State sets its own criteria for waste to obtain ‘end-of-waste’ status. 
This status exempts waste from the onerous regulations governing waste transport. In the 
absence of harmonisation, the transport of waste intended for recovery is difficult and 
particularly time-consuming due to the administrative procedures that must be completed 
when it crosses the territory of other Member States for recovery.

1. Does the Commission plan to propose European-level harmonisation of the criteria for 
‘end-of-waste’ status, at least for strategic waste streams such as plastics, paper, textiles, 
etc., as is already the case for waste metal and glass?

2. If it does not intend to propose criteria for other sectors, does the Commission plan to 
introduce a principle of mutual recognition of ‘end-of-waste’ status, so that operators 
will no longer have to make separate applications in each Member State?
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