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Dolors Montserrat (PPE)

Subject: Preventing fraud and money laundering in Spain following arrests at Plus Ultra

In July 2020, the Commission approved the FASEE scheme and Spain subsequently awarded 
EUR 53 million to the airline Plus Ultra. While the CJEU confirmed that the strategic aid 
scheme was legal, it did not rule on each company.

The Spanish National Police has now searched the headquarters of Plus Ultra and arrested the 
airline’s president and CEO in connection with a legal investigation into alleged money 
laundering. The operation is part of proceedings relating to possible irregularities in financial 
operations in the period during which State aid was granted.

In view of the above:

1. Will the Commission examine whether the facts currently under investigation, including 
the arrests and searches mentioned above, could require an a posteriori check to ensure 
Spain met the requirements of the approved scheme and the aid granted to Plus Ultra 
was in line with Article 107 and 108 TFEU?

2. Is the Commission assessing whether or not these events could have an impact on 
Spain’s obligations regarding fraud and money laundering prevention, including those 
under Regulation (EU) 2020/2223, and protection of the EU budget?
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