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Subject: Marketing cosmetic products to children 

In the EU, the marketing of cosmetics is regulated by the Cosmetic Products Regulation and 
the Consumer Rights Directive.        

Despite EU consumer protection legislation and existing industry guidance1, the marketing of 
cosmetics aimed at children is becoming increasingly common, especially on social media. 
There are now even skincare brands designed specifically for children2.

Scientists and safety assessors concur that children are more vulnerable to the harmful effects 
of chemicals in cosmetic products, requiring extra caution in any use. For example, according 
to a recent round of testing, around 25 % of sampled kids’ cosmetic products failed to meet 
legal requirements3. Additionally, many of the effects of certain ingredients on children’s 
health, or whether certain ingredients may be dangerous for them, is as yet unknown.

According to the Medicines Directive4, the advertising of medicines must not be directed 
solely or mainly at children.

1. Can the Commission consider extending the same ban to cosmetics advertised to 
children?

2. What else does the Commission intend to do to restrict the sale and marketing of 
cosmetic products for children?
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