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Subject: Military mobility solidarity pool and the principle of respect for Member States’ 
competences

The proposal for a Regulation on establishing a framework of measures to facilitate the 
transport of military equipment, goods and personnel across the Union1 makes several 
references to the EU’s transport and logistical capabilities that would be included in the 
solidarity pool. At the same time, the legislation does not specify whether ‘Union’s 
capabilities’ exclusively refers to capabilities contracted by the Union, or if it also refers to 
physical logistical resources that could become the property of or be permanently maintained 
by the EU. The specific conditions for the solidarity pool and the use of EU capabilities are to 
be set out in a Commission implementing act, which raises important questions on the EU’s 
scope of competences and the role of EU Member States in the military mobility system.

In this context, I ask the following questions:

1. Does the Commission envisage the European Union’s acquisition of its own physical 
logistical and transport capabilities, which could be maintained as an EU resource and 
used independently of the capabilities of Member States? If so, what kind equipment is 
the Commission considering?

2. Does the Commission envisage coordination mechanisms with NATO, including an 
agreement on the use of these capabilities for the Alliance’s operational objectives?

3. Does the Commission consider the concept of a ‘solidarity pool’ to be compatible with 
the treaties, particularly Article 4(2) of the TEU, and in what way – in this context – 
does it intend to determine the scope of EU logistical capabilities and the rules for their 
availability to Member States so as not to undermine the guarantee of Member States’ 
full control over resources used for military purposes?
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