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Subject: Use of civilian production capacities for defence

In the face of enormous security challenges, the European Union needs to respond flexibly to 
defence needs. In this context, the question arises as to whether and to what extent existing 
facilities, such as those in the automotive or mechanical engineering industries, can in 
principle be adapted for the production of defence-related products.

1. Does the Commission plan to provide targeted financial incentives or technical support 
to companies preparing for defence projects, such as the production of heavy vehicles, 
drones or propulsion systems?

2. What legal, technical or economic barriers or opportunities does the Commission 
envisage for such a transformation and how could these barriers be overcome?

3. Is the Commission planning initiatives to systematically gear the EU’s industrial base 
toward the flexible manufacture of defence-related products, and if so, within what 
framework?
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