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Subject: European commitment to small modular (maritime) nuclear reactors

On 15 September 2025, the United States and the United Kingdom signed a memorandum to 
accelerate the roll-out of small modular reactors (SMRs), including by exploring maritime 
applications and seeking to shorten the assessment period for SMR designs to two years.1 
This, in combination with other measures, increases the competitive advantage of US and UK 
developers over European developers.23

Given the need for the European (maritime) industry to decarbonise and the importance of 
strategic autonomy and industrial competitiveness, the following questions arise:

1. Is the Commission prepared to take immediate steps to harmonise the licensing of 
SMRs between Member States, including by establishing a framework for mutual 
recognition of national licences and by shortening the assessment period for SMR 
designs?

2. What other steps are the Commission and the European SMR Alliance taking to support 
European developers?

3. Is the Commission able to accelerate the legal basis for nuclear marine propulsion? 
What role can the Commission play in this context when it comes to the reform of the 
IMO SOLAS rules and regulations?
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