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Subject:  Increase of fuel prices in 2026: impact of EU legislation on households’
purchasing power

Directive (EU) 2023/1791 on energy efficiency requires Member States to achieve energy
savings targets that, from 2026, will have reached 1.5 % of final energy consumption!. The
targets can be met through obligation schemes for energy suppliers?.

In France, those obligations are applied by the energy savings certificate scheme. The French
Court of Auditors states that the system is governed by Article 8 of Directive (EU) 2023/1791
and that its cost — to the tune of several billion euro per year — is fully passed on to households
through energy and fuel prices’. The obligations have been further reinforced by French
Decree No 2025-10484, which establishes the obligations for the 2026-2030 period of the
scheme. As a result, the price of fuel would increase by an estimated four to six cents per litre.

1. Does the Commission recognise that energy savings obligations can lead to higher
pump prices for consumers?

2. Has it assessed the social and territorial effects of those obligations?

3. How does it intend to ensure that the application of Directive (EU) 2023/1791 does not
adversely affect citizens’ purchasing power, while ensuring that energy efficiency
targets do not lead to disproportionate costs for motorists?
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Article 8 of Directive (EU) 2023/1791.
Article 9 of Directive (EU) 2023/1791.
https://www.ccomptes.fr/sites/default/files/2024-09/20240917-Certificats-economie-energie 0.pdf.
https://www.ccomptes.fr/sites/default/files/2024-09/20240917-Certificats-economie-energie 0.pdf.
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