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Subject: CBAM and fertilisers

There is a serious risk that the EU has underestimated the real emissions attributable to 
imports from certain countries when calculating the new carbon tax (CBAM). The proposed 
default values are too low, making foreign products appear less polluting than they actually 
are, and reducing the effectiveness of the mechanism.

European industry has warned that importers will no longer have any incentive to report real 
emissions, hence distorting competition. Member States have already requested that the 
calculations be redone before the system enters into force on 1 January 20261.

What is more, European farmers are faced with highly-volatile fertiliser prices, exacerbated 
by the lack of predictability over the implementation of CBAM2, although the Commission 
believes that fertiliser prices will not be affected.

1. How will the Commission ensure that the CBAM does not prejudice the 
competitiveness of European producers by allowing more-polluting goods from outside 
the EU to enter the market at artificially-reduced carbon costs?

2. Will the Commission revise these values as a matter of urgency to ensure a level 
playing field and the credibility of the EU’s climate policy?

3. How can the Commission ensure that farmers do not incur additional costs, and what 
guarantees can it provide that the fertiliser market will remain functional, competitive 
and affordable so there is no impact on food security?
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1 https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-carbon-border-tax-goes-soft-dirty-chinese-imports-industry-warns/
2 https://agrointel.ro/343577/preturi-la-ingrasaminte-in-decembrie-in-port-se-asteapta-scumpiri-mari-in-2026


