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Subject: Whale and dolphin hunting in the Faroe Islands

EU law strictly protects all cetaceans, prohibiting their deliberate capture or killing, and 
banning the commercial import and trade of wild-caught cetaceans and many cetacean-
derived products. Continued whaling, or grindadráp, in the Faroe Islands therefore raises 
serious concerns regarding alignment with EU values, as well as animal welfare. In light of 
the existing agreements between the EU the Governments of Denmark and the Faroe Islands 
on fishing and fisheries and on the participation of the Faroe Islands in Union programmes, 
these practices call for a reassessment of the conditions attached to such cooperation.

1. Will the Commission seek to renegotiate or revise the Agreements with a view to 
introducing clauses that allow suspension or modification of the preferential trade terms 
should grindadráp continue?

2. Will the Commission consider introducing mandatory country-of-origin labelling for 
fish products from the Faroe Islands to ensure transparency and allow consumers to 
make informed choices?

3. Will the Commission seek clarification from the Danish authorities concerning reports 
from NGOs indicating that military and police resources may be involved in supporting 
grindadráp activities or in restricting NGO monitoring?
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