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Subject: Systemic risk obligations and design interventions of the Digital Services Act and 
their effects on lawful political expression

In the plenary debate on the European Democracy Shield (18 December 2025), Commissioner 
McGrath implied that the Digital Services Act (DSA) only concerns illegal content. Yet 
Articles 34 and 35 of the DSA expressly govern the design and functioning of very large 
online platforms, and Articles 36 and 51 empower the Commission to issue instructions or 
corrective measures affecting recommender systems, ranking parameters and the 
amplification of lawful content.

1. Can the Commission clarify whether systemic risk mitigation may require platforms to 
adjust distribution systems – such as ‘downranking’ or modifying recommender logic – 
even where all underlying content is lawful political speech?

2. Given that Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union 
protects both the ability to express information and the ability to impart it effectively, 
how does the Commission assess the compatibility of compelled alterations to the reach 
of lawful political expression, particularly in electoral contexts?

3. Will the Commission disclose anonymised supervisory decisions or corrective actions in 
which design-level interventions were requested, so that citizens can understand how 
these powers operate in practice?
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