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Subject:  European incentives to boost birth rates and combat depopulation

The European Union is experiencing a worrying decline in births and a progressive ageing of
its population, with major disparities from Member State to Member State and serious
repercussions for the sustainability of welfare systems, the labour market and economic
growth.

Despite the strategic importance of this issue, policies to support birth rates remain chiefly the
responsibility of Member States, with uneven and often insufficient results.

The absence of a coordinated European framework risks aggravating demographic and
regional disparities within the Union.

In light of this:

1. Does the Commission intend to promote a European framework for guiding and
coordinating birth rate policies, encouraging structural measures to support families and
parenthood?

2. Does it intend to use dedicated European funds or specific incentives for Member States
taking effective policies to increase births, improve work-life balance and provide
economic support to young parents?
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