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Subject: EU response to lumpy skin disease 

Detected for the first time in several Member States in 2025, lumpy skin disease has become a 
major challenge faced by European farmers. That viral disease, which cannot be transmitted 
to humans, causes significant production losses, weakens farms and threatens entire sectors. 
The current strategy – based on the slaughter of entire infected herds – is strongly opposed by 
the farming community, which calls both for systematic slaughter to be abolished in favour of 
partial and selective culling accompanied by enhanced health monitoring, and for vaccination 
to become widespread across the EU.   

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following question:

Can it authorise a coordinated, EU-wide vaccination campaign that includes DIVA vaccines, 
as well as the possibility of partial and selective culling, so as to reduce intra-EU restrictions 
and limit economic losses?
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