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Subject:  Transparency on Commission workshops linked to the ‘Fur Free Europe’
European Citizens’ Initiative

The Commission will present its response to the European Citizens’ Initiative ‘Fur Free
Europe’ by March 2026. The Commission outlined three scenarios: (1) an EU-wide
prohibition on fur farming; (2) an EU-wide prohibition on fur farming and on the placing on
the market of farmed fur products; (3) the adoption of standards to better address the welfare
needs of these affected animals!.

The Commission has referred to species-specific workshops held in September 2025 with the
fur industry to inform the development of ‘technical specifications’ for regulatory options?.

In this context:

1. Inthe interest of transparency, will the Commission clarify the exact purpose of these
workshops and ensure that related documentation, such as minutes, is made publicly
available?

2. Can the Commission confirm whether other stakeholders, such as non-governmental
organisations, were consulted only through a questionnaire and online interview?

3.  Can the Commission confirm whether these workshops focused exclusively on
developing technical specifications for the ‘standards’ scenario, rather than the ‘ban’
scenarios (1 and 2)? If so, and given the precarious economic state of the industry?, why
did the Commission prioritise work on ‘standards’ and not convene equivalent work on
scenarios 1 and 2, including transitional or phase-out options?
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