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Subject:  Tunisia’s request to increase the zero-duty olive oil quota and consequences for
the European market

According to recent public statements by Tunisian authorities, Tunisia has submitted an
official request to the European Union to increase its zero-duty quota for olive oil exports
from 56 700 to 100 000 tonnes per year. This request comes at a time when Tunisian olive oil
imports into the EU are already exceeding the existing quota, while import prices have fallen
below EUR 4/kg, putting significant strain on producer prices and European olive producers’
incomes, particularly in Italy, Greece and Spain. At the same time, producer organisations
denounce poor traceability, blending practices and the use of inward processing arrangements
that distort the concept of origin as well as competition.

In view of the above, the Commission is asked:

1. What is the state of play of negotiations with Tunisia, and has any commitment been
made to increase the duty-free quota?

2. When does it intend to present a full and up-to-date impact assessment on producer
prices and the incomes of olive producers in the main producing countries, prior to any
new commercial concession?

3. What specific measures does it intend to take to strengthen origin and traceability
checks and to prevent blending and re-exportation practices that adversely affect
European production?
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