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Subject:  Replay of shocking images by audiovisual media

Recently, a serious road accident in Romania with seven deaths was extensively covered by
television media with continuous playback of videos from the scene of the tragedy, including
images that violate human dignity and may cause secondary victimisation of the victims'
families.

The same content has also been widely reproduced on online platforms, raising serious
questions about respect for human dignity and the protection of relatives. The combined
dissemination by television media and online platforms may enhance the systematic risk of
disseminating shocking content to a wide audience and may harm the intellectual and moral
development of minors.

In view of the above, the Commission is asked:

1. What measures does the current European framework provide for to limit the
reproduction of unedited audiovisual material from scenes of tragedies, in particular
when it is repeatedly broadcast by television media?

2. In cases where the same content is widely reproduced by very large online platforms,
how does the Commission assess the role and obligations of platforms under the Digital
Services Act in order to ensure the protection of human dignity in practice?

3. Will the Commission consider issuing guidelines to Member States and media providers
to prevent the uncritical display of images of tragedy in the name of information?
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