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Subject:  Tiirkiye's unacceptable, illegal and provocative attempt to create a fait accompli in
the Aegean

The issuance of a NAVTEX by the Turkish side is part of a tactic to question the status of the
Aegean. Their goal is to establish the perception that the entire Aegean region east of the 25th
meridian (which divides the Aegean in half) is under Turkish jurisdiction.

Specifically, the NAVTEX issued by the Turkish side states: “With the NAVTEX we are
issuing, taking into account navigational safety, we are emphasising that naval
announcements covering the continental shelf in the Aegean Sea and all research activities
within the maritime jurisdictional areas must be coordinated with our country. The Turkish
armed forces will continue to render ineffective, within the framework of international law,
unilateral actions and initiatives that ignore the rights and interests of our country that arise
from the maritime areas under its jurisdiction’. A worrying but clear message that Tiirkiye is
not backing down from its persistent provocative positions, which are not based on
international law and the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and good neighbourly
relations.

In view of the above:

1.  Is the Commission aware of the NAVTEX messages that directly challenge the
sovereignty and sovereign rights of Greece — an EU Member State?

2. What actions does the Commission plan to take?
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