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Subject: Conflict between weekly rest and cargo insurance 

In accordance with Regulation (EC) No 561/20061, as amended by Regulation (EU) 
2020/10542, and in particular in accordance with Article 8(8) thereof, drivers are required to 
take any weekly rest period of more than 45 hours outside their vehicles. The regulation 
stipulates that such rest must be taken in suitable, gender-friendly accommodation with 
adequate sleeping and sanitary facilities, rather than inside the vehicle. However, many 
European insurance policies for commercial vehicles provide that cargo is not covered if the 
vehicle is left unattended. As a result, insurance companies may refuse coverage in the event 
of theft when the driver is not present in the vehicle during the rest period. Given these 
potentially conflicting requirements, could the Commission clarify the following:     

1. How does the Commission reconcile the obligation for drivers to take any weekly rest 
period of more than 45 hours outside the vehicle with insurance requirements that may 
lead to a loss of cargo coverage?

2. Are there any initiatives planned or under consideration to ensure that transport 
companies are not penalised as a result of conflicting regulatory or contractual 
obligations in this area?
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