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Subject: Illegal advertising of the occupied areas on social networks

Advertisements promoting investments in real estate and tourist activities in the occupied 
areas of the Republic of Cyprus are increasingly being displayed on social networks. This 
phenomenon is not only a matter of ethics, but also raises serious legal issues, as it concerns 
commercial activity in the territory of a Member State of the European Union that is under 
illegal military occupation, in violation of international law and relevant UN resolutions.

The display of such advertisements may lead to an indirect legitimisation of the occupation in 
the perception of public opinion, mislead European consumers as to the legal status of 
properties and undermine the sovereignty of a Member State, while at the same time raising 
questions as to the responsibility of digital platforms operating in the single market.

In view of the above:

1. How does the Commission assess the compatibility of the display of such 
advertisements with EU law, consumer protection and the sanctions framework relating 
to the Republic of Cyprus?

2. Does the Commission intend to require digital platforms to impose an immediate ban 
and effective monitoring of advertisements relating to economic activity in the occupied 
areas?

3. Will the Commission consider creating a mechanism for reporting and rapid removal of 
such content, with the possibility of imposing sanctions in the event of non-compliance?
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