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Nikos Pappas (The Left)

Subject:  Violations of EU asylum law and fundamental rights in the fatal maritime incident
off Chios

The multi-fatality shipwreck off Chios, in which a migrant boat sank during a Hellenic Coast
Guard operation, raises serious questions regarding the practical implementation and effective
monitoring of Member States’ compliance with EU asylum law and fundamental rights.

The Pact on Migration and Asylum provides for an obligation of unhindered access to the
asylum procedure, a prohibition of practices leading to de facto collective removal or indirect
refoulement in the context of border operations, as well as full respect for the right to life and
the principle of non-refoulement.

The Commission is asked:

1. What specific control and monitoring mechanisms are activated to ensure that Member
States' maritime surveillance operations comply in practice with Articles 4 and 6 of
Regulation (EU) 2024/1348?

2. How does the Commission ensure that law enforcement practices at sea do not lead,
directly or indirectly, to a breach of the principle of non-refoulement in violation of
Articles 18 and 19 of the Charter and Articles 3 and 8 of Regulation (EU) 2024/1356?

3. Taking into account Article 2 of the Charter and the documentation obligations of
maritime surveillance operations under Regulation (EU) 656/2014, how does the
Commission assess the adequacy of the existing means of recording, preserving and
checking evidence by national authorities to ensure effective accountability in cases of
loss of life?
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