Question for written answer E-000666/2026
to the Commission

Rule 144

Elena Kountoura (The Left)

Subject:  The need to ensure compliance of rolling stock with European fire safety
standards in the Member States

According to a new report by the Greek Aviation and Railway Accident Investigation and
Transportation Safety Agency (EODASAAM)!, the seats of the Intercity 62 passenger train
were examined in accordance with the requirements of European standard EN 45545-2 and
proved not to meet fire resistance requirements. Given that some seats had been replaced or
refurbished as part of maintenance carried out after 20152, substantial refurbishment of rolling
stock had to comply with EU safety standards, such as EN 45545-2, in accordance with
Article 21 of Directive (EU) 2016/797 and point 7.1.2 of the Annex to the TSI relating to the
‘Rolling stock subsystem — Locomotives and passenger rolling stock’. The finding shows
that, despite the changes, the competent national authorities failed to verify whether the new
materials complied with safety requirements, substantially compromising the passive safety of
passengers.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1.  How does it assess the fact that, despite mandatory safety standards for railways, trains
that do not meet European requirements are currently circulating in the Member States?

2. What steps does it intend to take to ensure that effective checks are carried out on
rolling stock by the competent national authorities and the ERA, in accordance with
European safety standards?

3. How does it intend to ensure that European legislation and mandatory safety standards
for European rail rolling stock are applied in practice, given that supervisory and safety
gaps have emerged and been proven?

Submitted: 17.2.2026

I 2 February 2026, Report on the Tempi train crash — Annex 1. Fire resistance of seats
(https://www .harsia.gr/index.php/2026/02/02/2-2-2026-¢ckthesi-gia-to-dystychima-ton-tempon-parartima-th-
pyrantochi-kathismaton/).

2 More specifically, changes were found to have been made: to the seat pans of 24 seats in coach Al on 20
February 2023, using spare parts from contract 2022129/2022; to the seat pans of 15 seats in coach B3 on 21
November 2021 (the upholstery fabric in the inventory originally delivered to Hellenic Train was changed);
and to the seat pans of 6 seats in coach B4 on 12 November 2021 (the upholstery fabric in the inventory
originally delivered to Hellenic Train was changed).
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