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Subject: Drastic limitation of fishing days in the Mediterranean resulting in the economic 
strangulation of small-scale fishers

Under the multiannual management plan for the Mediterranean, the EU has imposed 
successive reductions in the number of allowable fishing days, with the activities of trawlers 
and small professional vessels being limited to fewer than 130 days per year in some areas. In 
Greece and other Mediterranean Member States, professional fishers have reported hits to 
their incomes of up to 40-50 %, in the absence of reliable scientific substantiation for each sea 
area or meaningful financial compensation. At the same time, the EU continues to allow 
imports of fish from non-EU countries in the Mediterranean and North Africa, where no 
corresponding restrictions are in place, creating a serious distortion of competition and 
undermining the sustainability of European fisheries.

Can the Commission answer the following:

1. What up-to-date and region-specific scientific data was the basis for imposing a precise 
maximum number of fishing days in the Mediterranean, and why is there no 
differentiation between Member States?

2. Does it intend to introduce a binding financial income compensation mechanism for 
fishers directly affected by these restrictions?

3. How does it intend to address the unequal treatment of European fishers and the imports 
of fish from non-EU countries that do not comply with equivalent environmental and 
social rules?
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