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Subject:  Potential threat of the EU dipping into national medicine stocks

The Critical Medicines Act is intended to prevent drug shortages in the EU. In the ongoing
negotiations, however, a step towards the EU’s right to intervene has been discussed: as a last
resort, the Commission could reportedly gain access to national drug stocks and redistribute
them. This would amount to stripping Member States of their national supply responsibilities,
give rise to new liability risks and could exacerbate the situation in the supplying Member
State.

1. Is the Commission intending to implement, or does it support, rules enabling it to
redistribute critical medicines from national stocks even against the will of a Member
State, and what specific legal basis would there be for such a right of intervention?

2. What guarantees are in place to ensure that health remains a national competence and
that national stocks can neither be accessed or redistributed without the consent of the
Member State concerned?

3. Who would be legally liable and have to pay compensation if redistribution causes
supply problems or financial damage in the Member State of supply, and will every
decision, including the data basis, quantities and recipients, be published in full?
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