Question for written answer E-000748/2026
to the Commission

Rule 144

Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE)

Subject:  Android developer verification and application of the Digital Markets Act

Google has announced that the Android operating system will now require all apps, including
sideloaded apps, to undergo a developer verification process that would force developers to
provide their identity and identity documents to Google!. The implementation of this feature
has raised concerns about its proportionality, effectiveness and potential impact on consumer
freedoms, developers’ anonymity and potential chilling effects on the availability of certain
apps, especially open source and privacy friendly apps?. In the light of these facts:

1. Is the Commission planning to investigate the matter?

2. Does the Commission consider that this measure is duly justified and strictly
proportionate and necessary to protect the integrity of the operating system in
accordance with Article 6(4) and Recital 50 of the Digital Markets Act>?
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I https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/08/google-will-block-sideloading-of-unverified-android-apps-starting-
next-year/.

https://f-droid.org/en/2025/09/29/google-developer-registration-decree.html.

3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/1925/0j/eng.
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