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Subject:  Concessions

The Spanish Government recently announced its intention both to not allow the automatic
extension of concessions for the occupation of Spain’s maritime-terrestrial public domain, and
to grant all the concessions by public tender.

Those and other changes seek to bring Spanish legislation into line with the Services
Directive. Spain’s implementation of that directive has led, for example, to an infringement
procedure being opened against the Spanish Coastal Law adopted in 2013 for its failure to
ensure that the selection procedure for granting coastal-area concessions was transparent and
impartial, as well as for its inclusion of the option to extend existing concessions for up to
seventy-five years without justification.

Does the Commission consider the automatic extension of existing concessions for up to
seventy-five years, as permitted by the 2013 law, to be lawful under the Services Directive?
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