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Subject: Support for Yannis Vasilis Yaylalı 

The recent rejection, at second instance, of the request for international protection of the 
Pontic Greek journalist-activist Yannis Vasilis Yaylalı by the Greek authorities raises serious 
issues of compliance with the EU asylum acquis and the fundamental principles of human 
rights protection, which, in theory, Türkiye is required to apply. According to publicly 
available information, spurious criminal prosecutions and arrest warrants are pending against 
him in Türkiye, related to his Greek identity and his political and journalistic activities, which 
raises reasonable concerns about a real risk of persecution, torture or inhuman treatment in the 
event of return, in violation of the principle of non-refoulement as enshrined in EU and 
international law and in a manner that is inconsistent with solidarity with our persecuted 
Pontian brothers.        

Türkiye, as a truly authoritarian state, creates fabricated charges against any citizen who takes 
any action against the imposed Turkish-Islamic narrative.

In view of the above:

1. How does the Commission assess the compatibility of this decision with the Asylum 
Procedures Directive, the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and the case law of the 
CJEU, with regard to the risk of political persecution of Yiannis Vasilis Yaylalı in 
Türkiye?

2. Does the Commission intend to request clarification from the Greek Ministry of 
Migration and Asylum or to examine the case from the perspective of a violation of the 
principle of non-refoulement?

3. What additional measures could the Commission take to ensure the safety of Yiannis 
Vasilis Yaylalı, who is at a well-documented risk of persecution due to his pro-Greek 
activities?
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