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Sebastian Kruis (PfE), Mieke Andriese (PfE)

Subject: Negotiating shoulder to shoulder with a good dose of foot-dragging

Last weekend, war broke out in the Middle East. The EU responded swiftly: a meeting was 
immediately scheduled for Monday. Meanwhile, Ursula von der Leyen spent the entire day on 
the phone with various heads of state telling them that she stands by their side. This is 
reassuring, because nothing exudes decisiveness quite like constant readiness and endless 
conference calls.

1. On whose behalf does the President of the Commission communicate when she liaises 
with various heads of state?

2. Is the Commission not tired of constantly monitoring the situation and standing by 
everyone’s side?

3. In what measurable and verifiable way does the security meeting convened by the 
President actually increase Europe’s security?
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