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Subject: Unacceptable deployment of Turkish fighter jets in the occupied territories of the 
Republic of Cyprus amid the Iranian threat

According to official announcements, on 8 March 2026 six Turkish F-16 fighter jets landed at 
the illegal airport of Tymbou in the occupied territories of the Republic of Cyprus. The 
deployment and presence of armed fighter jets in the occupied territory of an EU Member 
State can be understood as an action of military escalation and a cause of instability in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Moreover, this move can be seen as an act of hostility towards Israel 
and towards the forces operating in the wider region.

It is worth recalling that Türkiye has been repeatedly accused of lending political and 
diplomatic support to Iran’s authoritarian regime, as well as of tolerating or indirectly 
supporting extremist Islamic terrorist organisations in the region.

This development may create operational difficulties for deterrence activities aimed at 
countering the threat posed by Iran, as well as for operations to counter terrorist organisations.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. How does it assess the move in question in the light of security and stability in the 
Eastern Mediterranean?

2. Does it intend to call on Türkiye to withdraw the fighter jets from the occupied territory 
of the Republic of Cyprus and, if it refuses, how does the Commission intend to react?

3. What measures does it intend to take to ensure that such actions do not create 
operational problems for the European countries that have deployed forces in the 
region?
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