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Subject:  Non-compliance of a significant section of the Greek railway network with EU
legislation

According to a recent study and internal documents from the Hellenic Railways Organisation
(OSE), the Tithorea-Domokos line has serious technical problems, such as flooded cable pits,
a blocked drainage network, water and corrosive salt inflow into tunnels, electronic
equipment exposed to intense moisture, cracked sleepers, ballast degradation and rail track
subsidence.

At the same time, for a long while there appear to have been no approved maintenance
manuals and there were delays in dealing with problems that had been flagged during
inspections.

This may run counter to the requirements of Directive (EU) 2016/798 on railway safety,
Directive (EU) 2016/797 on the interoperability of the rail system, Regulation (EU) No
402/2013 on a common risk assessment method, as well as the technical specifications for
infrastructure and tunnels set out in Regulations (EU) 1299/2014 and 1303/2014.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Does it consider that the above and the operation of high-speed infrastructure are
compatible with the requirements of EU legislation on the safety, reliability and
maintainability of rail infrastructure?

2. Bearing in mind that the Commission itself has launched infringement procedure INFR
(2023)2036 and that Greece is implementing an action plan with a bi-monthly progress
report, does it not consider that incidents such as the above prove the persistence of
systemic deficiencies, which it has already identified?

3. Inthe context of the ongoing audit and ERA’s technical support to Greece, does the
Commission intend to request a specific compliance assessment for this railway line, as
well as to make public whether the relevant findings have been incorporated into the
action plan and Greece’s bi-monthly reports?
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