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Subject: Critical raw materials – centralised technocratic steering or Member States’ 
industrial sovereignty?

The European Court of Auditors’ Special Report No 04/2026 notes a fragmentation of 
funding (over EUR 1.8 billion mobilised), a lack of consolidated monitoring and limited 
results in terms of effectively securing flows.

It also highlights major internal obstacles: the slowness of permitting procedures, regulatory 
obstacles, high energy costs and limited processing capacity.

Can the Commission state:

1. what consolidated amount, per material and per programme, has produced effectively 
secured volumes since 2021?

2. what specific measures are planned to remove the regulatory bottlenecks identified, in 
particular with regard to mining and industrial permits?

3. how it ensures that the Critical Raw Materials Act fully respects the principle of 
subsidiarity and does not lead to a technocratic recentralisation of Member States’ 
industrial choices?
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