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Subject: Balance between operational efficiency and safeguards in the revision of the 
Europol Regulation

In the context of the ongoing revision of the Europol Regulation, both Europol and the 
Commission have highlighted concerns regarding operational efficiency, including the 
administrative burden linked to the prior consultation procedure with the European Data 
Protection Supervisor, as required under Article 39.

However, Article 39(3), introduced in the 2022 revision of the regulation, already provides for 
an urgent procedure intended precisely to accelerate decision-making in time-sensitive 
operational cases. According to information available so far, this urgent procedure appears to 
have been little used, if at all.

In this context:

1. Can the Commission clarify whether Article 39(3) has been used in practice and, if not, 
why not?

2. What practical, legal or procedural barriers have limited use of the urgent procedure by 
Europol?

3. Has the Commission assessed whether addressing such barriers in a targeted manner 
would be a more proportionate solution than removing the prior consultation 
requirement altogether?

Such clarification is essential to ensure that the revision strikes the right balance between 
operational effectiveness and the safeguarding of fundamental rights.
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