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Subject:  Israel: death penalty and racial discrimination

On 30 March 2026, the Israeli Parliament adopted a law imposing the death penalty by
hanging on anyone intentionally causing the death of a person, with the aim of harming an
Israeli citizen or resident and with the intent of putting an end to the existence of the State of
Israel.

The condition of ‘denying the existence of the State of Israel’ effectively excludes the vast
majority of Jews and renders the law a de facto instrument of unacceptable and targeted racial
discrimination against Palestinians, as was also evident from public statements by government
officials during the legislative process.

This led Israel’s Association for Civil Rights to lodge an appeal with the Supreme Court,
citing ‘deliberate discrimination’. A number of European states have also formally
condemned the law. The EU!, the Council of Europe?, the UN? and a number of international
civil society organisations have also expressed strong condemnation.

In light of the above, can the Commission answer the following:
1. What immediate tangible steps does it intend to take in relation to this issue?

2. Will the European Union continue to fund a non-EU state that grossly, repeatedly and
demonstrably violates its own fundamental principles and values?
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I https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/israel-statement-spokesperson-death-penalty-bill_en Opposes capital

punishment in all cases and under all circumstances. [...] a violation of the right to life [...] also has no proven
deterrent effect and renders any judicial errors irreversible [...] a grave step backward [...] encourages Israel
to abide [...] with its obligations under international law [...] as reflected also in the provisions of the EU-
Israel Association Agreement.

2 https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/secretary-general-alain-berset-deplores-serious-setback-following-
passing-of-law-expanding-use-of-death-penalty-in-israel A grave step backwards incompatible with
contemporary human rights standards. [...] any application that could be characterised as discriminatory is
unacceptable, It will examine its implications for the conventions [...] and cooperation mechanisms in which
it participates.

3 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/03/israel-turk-warns-against-legislative-steps-targeting-
palestinians-violation it further consolidates Israel’s violation of the prohibition of racial segregation and
apartheid, as it will only apply to Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Israel, who are often convicted
following unfair trials.
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