Question for written answer E-001520/2026

to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy

Rule 144

Anthony Smith (The Left), Emma Fourreau (The Left), Leila Chaibi (The Left)

Subject:  Health crisis in Cuba

Since in early 2026, when Donald Trump announced a tightening of the embargo against
Cuba, cutting off its supply of fuel, the state of affairs and humanitarian risks in the island
have been deteriorating at an alarming rate. Given the continual blackouts and shortage of
medicines and other medical supplies, many medical procedures have had to be cancelled and
certain courses of medical treatment have had to be abandoned. Cuba’s people have thus been
deliberated placed in harm’s way. The most vulnerable among them, such as children,
pregnant women, the elderly or disabled, and patients with chronic illnesses, have been the
first to suffer.

The WHO has expressed particular concern at this emergency, stating that: ‘Health should be
protected at all costs and never be at the mercies of geopolitics, energy blockades and power
outages’. The UN, meanwhile has proposed a USD 94.1 million plan to meet the country’s
urgent needs and keep essential services running, particularly in the heath-care sector.

The European Union has yet to react.

Can the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy therefore say:

1. Whether the Commission intends to take urgent action to get the USA to lift the
embargo on Cuba?

2. Whether it intends to contribute to international solidarity by freeing up and sending
stocks of medicines, medical supplies and fuel to Cuba?
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