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Subject: Emissions Trading System benchmark update

The Commission is planning to adopt the Emissions Trading System (ETS) benchmark update 
proposal very shortly. Ahead of the European Council meeting of 19-20 March 2026, 
Commission President von der Leyen committed to updating the ETS benchmarks to take 
account of the concerns expressed by industry, and even proposed ‘an ETS investment 
booster’. The current context of a growing energy crisis and the recurrent non-availability of 
the resources and infrastructure required for the energy transition make that a commitment of 
the utmost importance and urgency.

Does the proposal in the pipeline fulfil that commitment?
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