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Subject: Indonesia

After analysing the content of the trade agreement negotiated by the EU and Indonesia, the 
European fisheries sector has discovered that the European Commission has not only 
established tariff-free quotas for canned tuna and tuna loins, but has also eliminated tariffs on 
fresh fillets and, in seven years’ time, on frozen fillets.

Indonesia is the world’s leading country for tuna catches and ranks ninth for prepared or 
preserved tuna. It is also the largest exporter of tuna loins to the EU in the ASEAN region. At 
the same time, the country is facing allegations of illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing, 
as well as allegations of forced labour.

Given that, based on what it has conveyed to the sector, the Commission never informed it of 
the possibility that tariffs on fillets would be scrapped:

1. Has the Commission analysed the impact that would be had on the fishing and 
processing sector in the EU and its Member States as a result of tariffs on tuna being 
scrapped in the agreement reached with Indonesia? If so, could it provide the details of 
that analysis and of the support measures planned to minimise the negative impacts?

2. Does it intend to strengthen health audits in view of the ‘major shortcomings’ identified 
by the Commission in the past?

3. What is its explanation for scrapping tariffs on tuna fillets?
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