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Subject:  Urgent need in Lesvos to address foot-and-mouth disease and its consequences for
local producers and the environment

The island of Lesvos is a key pillar of Greek livestock production, with a livestock population
exceeding 420 000 sheep and goats and significant production of milk and cheese products!.
The first case of foot-and-mouth disease was recorded in mid-March 2026. Since then, the
island has been facing a serious health crisis with significant impacts on the local economy
and agricultural production. The national authorities have opted to impose a lockdown on the
movement of livestock products, with the aim of preventing the spread of the disease to the
mainland. This, however, has effectively suspended the commercial activity of producers.
During the Easter period alone, 70 000 animals were left unsold. Farmers also express serious
and growing environmental concerns, as there are no adequate sites or mechanisms for the
hygienic disposal of the 250 tonnes of milk produced daily and the 10 000 animals killed,
risking contamination of the aquifer and the island environment?.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. In which countries has vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease been implemented
and what have been its results?

2. Does the Commission have sufficient stocks of vaccine and does it intend to make them
available for the implementation of targeted vaccinations in surveillance zones?

3. Does the Commission intend to activate emergency financial support mechanisms
within the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy or other financial instruments
to compensate affected producers immediately and prevent an environmental and health
crisis?
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I https://www.kathimerini.gr/society/564147838/afthodis-pyretos-fones-apognosis-apo-tin-karantina-tis-
lesvoy-k/.
https://www.in.gr/2026/04/13/greece/afthodis-pyretos-thysiazoun-ti-lesvo-gia-na-sothei-i-ypoloipi-
ellada/#goog_rewarded.
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