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Subject:  Competition law and transportation to the islands

The connectivity of island regions by sea is a key condition for the Union’s economic, social
and territorial cohesion, as is also enshrined in Article 174 TFEU. Despite this, Greek ferry
services are seeing repeated complaints about excessive price increases, frequent service
cancellations due to weather conditions, which are being questioned by passengers, and
limited competition on specific routes where a small number of companies operate. In some
cases, the market resembles an oligopoly or even a de facto monopoly. This is having a direct
impact on the cost of living, tourism and the viability of local economies. The lack of
transparency over the criteria used for service cancellations and pricing is increasing concerns
about adequate market surveillance.

Given that maritime cabotage is governed by Regulation (EEC) No 3577/92 on cabotage and
that unfair business agreements and abuse of a dominant position are prohibited under
Articles 101 and 102 TFEU, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Does it systematically monitor the conditions of competition among Greek ferry lines
and has it assessed whether there are indications of market distortion or excessive
pricing?

2. How is it ensured that public service obligations and related State aid do not lead to the
consolidation of monopolistic situations to the detriment of the islands’ permanent
residents?

3. Does it intend to consider further measures or guidelines to enhance competition,
transparency and consumer protection in the island cabotage sector?
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