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Subject: Age verification app, the DSA and risks to privacy and freedom of expression

The Commission recently announced, in the context of the Digital Services Act, that the age 
verification app, aimed at protecting minors, is ready for use.

However, organisations such as the Electronic Frontier Foundation and European Digital 
Rights warn that even privacy-by-design solutions may lead to loss of anonymity, metadata 
leaks and mission creep, especially if integrated into the European Digital Identity Wallet 
(EUDI).

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. How does it ensure, in practice, that the application does not end up becoming 
mandatory for accessing digital services?

2. What specific technical and legal measures guarantee that it will not be possible to track 
or create user profiles through metadata?

3. How does it intend to prevent use of the system being extended beyond the protection of 
minors, so as not to undermine freedom of expression and anonymity online?
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