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Subject:  Meeting students’ needs for free and safe student halls

As many as 17 cities with a university have no student halls and the cost of a small flat is over
two thirds of an average salary. Student housing and rent prices in Europe have gone through
the roof.

By continuing the policy pursued by SYRIZA, the Nea Dimokratia Government is mocking
students and working-class families as it brags about building student accommodation through
public-private partnerships (PPPs). It is abolishing free housing and further commercialising
the right to housing.

This policy is underpinned by the priorities of the EU, which see the right to housing as an
opportunity for big construction groups and real estate companies to profit. It is the people
who are footing the bill through PPP payments. Meanwhile, working-class families are paying
double, since student accommodation will be granted for a fee.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. What view does it take of the fact that the promotion of PPPs does away with free
student housing, so that big construction groups can secure huge amounts of money for
the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and operation of student halls, with prime
pieces of public property being exploited, while workers pay double for student homes
by repaying the PPPs through unfair taxation on the one hand and on the other by
paying ‘rent’ for the student accommodation in question?

2. How does it view the fair demands of students and working-class families for safe and
free student halls for those studying in cities other than those in which they live?
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