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Subject:  Greek rice ‘victim’ of EU trade agreements and unscrupulous merchants

Rice producers in Greece are being hit hard by the policy of the EU and Greek governments.
Our country is one of the biggest producers in the EU.

For the last two years, Greek farmers have despaired over mass imports of rice from non-EU
countries. Merchants and processing groups — exploiting the common agricultural policy —
import rice of dubious and inferior quality, often produced with pesticides banned in the EU.
The consequences are disastrous.

The producer price has fallen to levels that do not even cover production costs. High-quality
Greek rice remains unsold. Months after the farmers’ protests, producers have still not
received a single euro, as the so-called ‘support’ of the Nea Demokratia Government has not
materialised. The situation is the direct result of the ‘free market” and the CAP.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. What view does it take of the fact that EU trade agreements under the CAP are stifling
Greek production, permitting the entry of products that do not even meet the necessary
standards adhered to by our farmers?

2. What is the Commission’s position on the urgent need to immediately and fully
compensate Greek rice producers for their lost income, beyond the de minimis amounts,
which are insufficient to meet their needs and have not yet been paid out?
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