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Subject: Policies to tackle discrimination against the Roma of Thrace 

Historically, Roma have been one of the most marginalised and culturally prolific population 
groups in the Balkans, including parts of Bulgaria, Greece and Türkiye. Unfortunately, Roma 
are subject to intense Turkification efforts by Türkiye, which attacks and belittles their 
identity, as it does with all non-Turkish identities.        

Despite the EU’s longstanding commitment to equality, inclusion and the protection of 
fundamental rights, many Roma communities continue to face persistent structural challenges, 
such as poverty, social exclusion, insufficient access to education, housing, healthcare and 
employment, as well as discrimination and limited participation in public life. In some areas, 
these problems are exacerbated by geographical isolation, weak institutional support and 
limited access to appropriate educational tools.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Is there funding for the creation of media, such as radio, television or social media, or 
even some programmes on existing networks?

2. Given that, in Thrace, a large part of the minority are Roma, does it not consider that it 
would be more important for there to be a Roma Studies course in Greece rather than a 
Turkish Studies course?

3. At the very least, what European tools could be used to support a Museum of Roma 
Culture in Xanthi?
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