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Subject: Cancellation of organic beekeeping and livestock farming programmes in Greece

The Greek authorities recently announced the cancellation of organic beekeeping and organic 
livestock farming programmes worth a total of EUR 134 million (EUR 19 million and 
EUR 115 million respectively). The Ministry of Rural Development and Food reached this 
decision citing widespread irregularities, high rates of non-compliance and serious 
weaknesses in audit and certification mechanisms.

In particular, of 737 audits carried out on the above-mentioned organic farming programmes, 
35 % revealed issues and 20.5 % of participants withdrew of their own accord, with the 
combined rate of issues and withdrawals reaching 55.5 %. The Ministry of Rural 
Development and Food has announced that financial penalties have already been imposed on 
six (6) certification bodies and the suspension of operations in a further three (3) cases.

Finally, according to the Greek Government, funds that had been earmarked for the cancelled 
measures are to be redirected towards ‘other priorities’, even though these measures form part 
of Greece’s strategic plan for the common agricultural policy for 2023-2027 and were 
designed to support organic production.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Is it aware of the cancellation of these programmes and, if so, how does it assess their 
management by the Greek authorities?

2. Does it intend to approve the redirection of the above-mentioned resources towards 
‘other priorities’ possibly unrelated to the EU’s objectives on sustainable agriculture 
and organic production?

3. How does it intend to protect compliant producers affected by such a blanket decision?
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